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The Museo Italo Americano mourns the passing of
one its most ardent supporters and board members,
Sheila Wishek.

Sheila was drawn to the Museo because she was
extremely proud of her Italian heritage. She quietly
and generously supported the Museo for decades. After
the Estate of Jerome L. Cocuzza donated the building
at 940 Battery Street, the Board of Directors decided
to pursue a plan to make a portion of the building the
Museo’s permanent home. Sheila generously donated
the seed money to start the project. Recently, Sheila
added to her original contribution in order to help
complete the project.

Regrettably, she will not be able to see how her

contributions made it possible for the dream to be

realized. However, we are pleased to report that a

section of the art exhibit level will be dedicated to her. Sheila also served on the Art Committee of the
Museo and was instrumental in increasing the Museo’s permanent art collection with personal purchases
of several pieces including two Bufanos.

Sheila was born in Lodi, California where she grew up surrounded by her Italian relatives who were
a very important part of her life. She attended local elementary and high schools. Her education
continued at Dominican College in San Rafael and the University of California Berkeley. During the
sixties, Sheila traveled and also worked at the U.S. Embassy in Madrid, Spain. Ultimately she decided
to make San Francisco her permanent home. Sheila enjoyed all the city had to offer including the
San Francisco Opera and the San Francisco Art Museums which she donated to as well. Sheila was always
game for new adventures. She had a quiet, strong calm about her.

Sheila is sorely missed by her many friends at the Museo.

Rest In Peace Sheila.

Larry Brucia Exhibit

1 Artist Lorenzo (Larry Brucia) at the January opening
of the exhibit S. Francis of Assisi - Emotions of the Man

1 Components of the game “The Mask Trilogy”

The exhibit Saint Francis of Assisi - Emotions of the Man by artist Lorenzo (Larry Brucia)
made its US premiere in January at the future home of the Museo Italo Americano at 940 Battery Street.

It was a grand success! During the course of 4 days the show attracted over 200 visitors who enjoyed
private tours of the exhibit by Lorenzo himself.

The exhibit is available to view by appointment. Group tours guided by Lorenzo for organizations are
available as well. These are subject to the artist’s availability. Please contact the Museo at 415-673-2200
or email info@sfmuseo.org.
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Earth and Soul: Elena Civoli Brittain and Tricia Grame

The Museo Italo Americano is delighted to present the exhibition
“Earth and Soul,” featuring the artworks of two distinguished
Bay Area artists: painter Elena Civoli Brittain and sculptor
Tricia Grame. This compelling exhibition offers a seamless blend
of two distinct artistic mediums, showcasing the unique creations
of two artists driven by a soulful passion for their craft.

Elena’s journey as an artist has been shaped by contrasting
environments: the timeless beauty of Florence’s piazzas
and pietra serena palaces, where Medieval and Renaissance
art surrounded her during her upbringing, and the stark
verticality of America’s urban landscape, which defines her
adult life. Rather than attempting to reconcile this dichotomy,
she has embraced it in her art. While vibrant colors come naturally
to her, she challenges herself by incorporating subtle shades
and employing intricate layering techniques - adding,
subtracting, and mixing directly on the canvas until the artwork
resonates with her vision. Additionally, her inspiration is drawn
from the expansive concept of landscapes, influenced by the
warm Mediterranean hues of her native Tuscany and the unique
light of her adopted city, San Francisco.

1 Elena Civoli Brittain, detail, acrylic on wood

1 Elena Civoli Brittain, detail, acrylic on wood

Tricia’s passion for ancient, sculpted symbols led her on a journey
to Italy and then Malta, where she encountered hundreds of
sculptures depicting the female form. These figures, celebrated
as the creators of life, ignited her artistic inspiration.
In her sculptures, she seamlessly blends various materials,
each laden with significance echoing prehistoric symbols.
Marble, slate, copper, colored glass fragments, metal, terracotta,
and crushed rocks converge, resembling fragments of nature
itself. Her aim is to infuse her creations with the appearance of
etched stone and raw earth, as though the passage of time has
bestowed upon them a profound sense of beauty.

On view from April 23 through September 8, 2024.
Opening reception: Sunday, April 21, 2024, 4:30 PM

GioventU: the New Museo Youth Group

Let’s introduce ourselves:

We are Gioventti, the Museo’s youth group sector, and we're
planning a variety of fun, cultural events for the upcoming year
aimed at people aged 20-39.

Our mission is to share our rich Italian heritage with others in
our city, while bringing together like-minded, energetic members
for events and meetings.

Our goal is to establish the Museo as the forerunner in Italian-
themed events in San Francisco. We hope to educate others about
the beauty of Italy in a light-hearted and social manner.

If you're interested in being part of this enthusiastic and lively
group please contact the Museo at info@sfmuseo.org. This is
a wonderful opportunity to be part of this young and enthusiastic

group.

And save the date for our first event:
April 27 from 1-3 PM at Tony Nik’s in North Beach.



The Museo extends a heartfelt GRAZIE to our incredibly generous members!

The list on this page includes donations received before December 30, 2023, and are exclusive of donations made to the Capital
Campaign. Our sincere apologies if any names were inadvertently omitted.

MICHELANGELO CIRCLE
$25’000_S497999

California Arts Council
Grants for the Arts
Bernard Osher Foundation
E. L. Wiegand Foundation

DA VINCI CIRCLE
$10,000—S24,999

Anonymous
Sandra Bagnatori
Elena Brittain
Sheila Wishek

GALILEO CIRCLE
S5,000_$9y999

Miriam & Andrew Canepa
Don Dana

Rosaria Haugland
Paulette Long

Evelyn Wegienka

BOTTICELLI CIRCLE
$1’000_$4’999

Beverley Siri Borelli

Ken Borelli

Andrew Canepa

David Cincotta

Gabriella Judd Cirelli & Franco Cirelli
Mark Delucia

Lorraine De Martini Shuba
Julie Dickinson

Vince Fausone

David Giannini

Maxwell Hanrahan Foundation
Angela Little

Victoria LoBue

MCLM Charitable Fund

Annie Nunan
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E. Victor Quattrin

Maria Gloria Rando

Cindy & Dan Rosenheim

Cara Sander

James Sangiacomo

Mark Schiavenza

Mary Serventi Steiner

Diane Mason & Michael Thomas
Pierluigi & Enrica Zappacosta
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Michael Antonini

Clara & Joseph Barbaccia
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Ruth & Dan DeNardi
Roselee & Norman Dunlavy
Rose Filippo

Michael Feno

Donna & Steve Gothelf
Barbara Witt & Steven Jenner
Steve Lavezzoli

Gina & Michael LaRocca
Mazel Immigration Law
Alida Morzenti

Eileen Mougeot

Brenda Nishimoto

Susan Peterson

Pledgeling Foundation
Silvestri Family

PREMIUM
$250—S499

Richard Armanino

Basic American Foods
Kathleen & James Clarke
Linda Cozzarelli

Elvia & Federico Faggin
Maria Micale & Philip Farrocco
Gabe & Joseph Gardella
Antonella Goldsborough
Lauren Goodrich

Sandra Gulli

Ginny Hanger

Nancy Fleming Lange

Fred Levinson

Carol Lopez

Margaret & Luigi Lucaccini
Agnes Marcheschi

Gerald Martin

Donna DiGiuseppe & Eric Matcovich

Roger Mertz

Brenda Nishimoto

Amy & John Palmer

Leslie Proll

Nola Pardi Proll

Angie Rando

Lisa Bagnatori & Andy Ross
Jennifer Scannella

Celso David Viviani

SPONSORS
$150—$249

Anonymous

Marilyn Aspesi

Kay Auciello

Celia Barbaccia
Marietta Patricia Leis
Elisabetta Nelsen
Shanti Radkar

Irene Shelchuk
Jackie Svevo

Diane Termini

IN KIND DONATIONS

Fedele Bauccio
/Bon Appetit Management Co
Rebecca & Larry Brucia
Capo Isetta Wines
Jerome Cocuzza Trust
Claire & Jean Fraschina
Christine & Joe Garofoli
Lorenzo Iacomini
Italfoods
Consul General Sergio Strozzi
& Simone Mazzetto
Greg Provencher
Natalie Sangiacomo
Dominique Gioia Scaggs & Boz Scaggs
Catherine Stefani



